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in life that offer sufficient or too abundant means of satisfac-
tion, envy springs from the soil of want.    The fact that
other people enjoy pleasures denied to himself arouses in
the envious man a grudge against fate, and this sentiment
passes all too readily into hatred of the fortunate individual
in whom he sees his hostile fate embodied.   So long as a
man feels an inclination to work and a real pleasure in his
calling, as incentives to activity, such a disposition will never
develop in him.   But where laziness and absence of occupa-
tion are associated as negative conditions with the stimulus
of self-seeking, sympathy becomes nothing higher than a
sense of one's own lack of the happiness that others enjoy.
Pleasure-seeking and envy, joined to carelessness and want
of occupation, will thus inevitably lead to moral degeneracy.
It were vain to look to any principles other than those
involving a fundamental reform of social conditions for an
improvement of this state of affairs.    The social problem
is not a question of justice, as it is thought to be by those
social parties which are themselves infected with the egoistic
motives of their adherents.    Justice distributes according
to desert   But how many of the people who demand an
improvement in th^ir situations, and for whom such an im-
provement is urgently needed, can claim really to deserve
it?   "Use every man after his desert, and who shall 'scape
whipping ?"   Yet the social problem is essentially an ethical
problem.   No unprejudiced person can shut his eyes to the
fact that the relations of property and labour, as modern
civilisation has established them, are in the highest degree
adapted to increase the power and extend the influence of
immoral motives.     The state of society to-day tends to
produce two social classes, which combine the conditions
of immorality under their two opposed aspects: a class with
material possessions and without employment, the end of
whose existence is pleasure; and a class devoid alike of